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From the Editors

Firstly, the incoming triumvirate editorial team would like thank outgoing editors
Tim Lander and Bonnie Haughey for their years of dedicated effort and strong
contributions to the ongoing evolution of the History Quarterly.

It is with great pleasure that we present the first article offered in the Quarterly
by author Patricia Henry — “Phillis and Slavery in Tredyffrin Township.” Patricia’s
article is well researched and documented by a variety and breadth of sources and
provides a unique insight into what life may have been like for a few slaves who
lived in Tredyftrin Township, particularly one named Phillis. Although we know
very little about “Phillis”, what we discover is a possible window into the life of
this woman. As Patricia explains, much of Phillis’ story comes “from evidence
surrounding her” Patricia paints a possible scenario for slaves’ living conditions
and captures an apparent uneasiness of some slaveholders to continue as such.
While it was commonplace to refer to them as “household servants’, slaves were
in fact “property” — a moral and ethical dilemma for many owners. As some
slaveholders indeed vacillated about slave ownership, it was still not until late

in 1833 when the Declaration of the Anti-Slavery Convention was enacted in
Philadelphia.

Take a voyage back in time for a view into Phillis’ life and imagine what freedom
or the lack thereof meant to her and to other slaves. We hope this article provides
the impetus for future pieces from this gifted author.

There is precedent in the Quarterly for consideration of issues related to local
race relations. One outstanding example is Roger Thorne’s article “Segregation
on the Upper Main Line: The ‘School Fight’ of 1932-34” in Volume 42, Number
1 (December 2005) depicting the dramatic story of an unsuccessful attempt to
impose school segregation in our community and how the will of concerned
citizens ultimately triumphed over failed bureacratic policy.

We also welcome two shorter articles from a regular contributor, Mike Bertram.
The first - “Hugh Steen, Serial Entrepreneur” - is about a man involved in a
variety of different business ventures unusual for his time. The second “The Black
Bear Inn” article is about a long lost inn no longer standing. Please note the
interweaving story lines shared between the two articles.

We hope that our inaugural issue continues in the fine tradition of previous
volumes and provides substantial and thought-provoking historical perspectives.
We seek to provide the best possible content and we welcome contributions as
well as your comments and feedback.
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He thst sTEALET 2 man,
and szreern him, or il he
‘be found in his hand, he
shall surely be put 1o death.

or. 1% 16.

Thou shalt not delive:
unin his master the serran!
which is escaped from hi:
master unto thee: He shal

¥ dwcll with thoe, even amons
you, in that place which he
shall choose, in one of thy
gates where it liketh him
best: thou shalt not orrress
him.—lent. x:

:

19

0
cve's sake, Andil hesmite
out his man-serrant’s tooth,
or his maid-servant’s tooth; §
heshall lethim gofres for his &
tooth's sake.—Ex. x3i, 26, =

=
right; huth not bp:!:eueds-
any; hath spoiled none by 0
vinlenee § I':m exceated
true judgment between man

10 2 man be just, and da
that which is Jawiul and

Thou shall tre

a and millery

I man, he shall sarely
{ Bive.—Ezeliel xviii
Is mot this the
Q have chesen? to loose the
% bands of wickedness, toun.
¥ do the heary burdens, 1o
 let the orrncorn go ruce,
¥ and that ye break every
yoke— Fegind lvili.6.
& Ye tithe mint, and anise,
1y and enmmia, and all manper
} of herbs, and pass aver the
weightier matters of the law,

& judgment, merey, and fai
& these anght ye to have done,
and pot leave the ot

g done,—Matthew xx

e yarng lion and the dragon shalt thow frample tnder feel.

AASSTSTTTEN
—_—
THE Convention assembled in the city of Philadelphia to organize a National Ani
Slavery Society, prompily seize the appa gate the following DECI
RATION OF SENTIMENTS, as cherished by them in relation 10 the enslavement
of one-sixth portion of the American people. :

More than fifiy-seven years have elapsod since 2 band of patsiots convened in this
place, 10 devise measures for the deliverance of this eoaniry from a foreign yoke. The
comer-stone upon which they founded the Trwrex or Fruepox was broadly this—
+*that all men are ereated equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
nalienable rights; that among these are life, LIBERTY, and the passuit of happiness.”
At the sound of their trumpet-call, three millioas of people rose up as from the sleep
of death, and rushed to the sirife of blood ; deeming it more glorous to die instamly
as freemen, than desinable to live one hour as slaves.  They were few in number—
poor in resources ; but the honest conviction that Teorw, Jesmcs, and Riowr were
on their side, made them invincible.

We have met together far the achicvement of an enterprise, withoot which, thatef our
fathers is incomplete; and which, for it magnitade, solemnity, and probable resulis upon
the destiny of the world, a5 far transcends theirs, as moral truth does’ physical force,

In purity of motive, in carnestoess of xeal, in decision of purpose, in intrepidity of
action, in steadfastness of faith, in sincerity of spirit, we would not be inferior to them.

Their principles led them 1o wage war against their oppreasors, and 1o apill human
blood like water, in onder to be free.  Ours forbid the daing of evil that good may
come, and Jead us to rejeet, and to entreat the oppressed to reject, the use of all camal
weapas for deliverance from bondage ; relying solely upon those which are spiritaal,
and mighty through God to the palling down of strong holds.
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DECLARATION OF TEE ANTI SLAVERY CONVENTION.

T I5Y MO A TSR,
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fou nd:\linnu of the soeial campact, 4 complete extinction of all the relations, endearments,
and obligations of mankim, and a P ion of all the holy 4
ments—and that therefore they oaght 10 be instanily abrogated.

 We funther believe and afirm—That all persons of colour who possess the gualifica
tions which are demanded of others, ought to be admitted forthwith 1o the enjoyment
of the same privileges, and the exereise of the same precogatives, as othe That the
patks of preferment, of wealth, and of intelligence, should be opened as widely 1o them
as to persons of a white complexion.

\_\e maintain that no eompensation should be given o the planters emancipating
their alaves—Decanse it would be a suerender of the great fundamental principle, that
man cannot hold property in man—Decanse SLATERY 15 A CHINE, AXD TUEELTORE IT 13
NOT AN ARTICLE To BE soLp—HBecause the holders of slaves are not the just proprictors
?r what they claim; freeing the slaves is not depriving them of property, but restoring
it 1o ity right owners; it is nat wronging the master, but righting the slave—restozing
lu._m to himsell—Because immediate and genenal emancipation would only destroy no-
minal, nat real property; it would notampatate a limb or break a bone of the slaves, bat [
byi £ motives into their breasts would make them doably raluable 10 the masters
a3 free labourers; and, because, if compensation is to be given at all, it should be given 1o
the autraged and guililess slaves, and pot to those who have plundered and abased them.

We regard, as delusive, eruel, and dangerons, any scheme of expatriation which
preteods L aid, either directly o indirectly, in the emancipation of the slaves, of to be
2 substitate for the immediate and total abolition of slavery.

. We fully and unanimously recognise the sovereignty of each State, to legislate exelu-
sively oa the subject of slavery which is tolerated within its limitss- wo eonceda that

Their messures were physical 7 in e Bostile array
—the mortal encounter, rra shall be such only as the opposition of moral parity w
wmoral corruption—:the destrugfion of error by the potency of truth—ithe overthrow of
prejudice by the power of love—and the abolition of slavery by the spirit of repentanee.

ir grievances, great as they were, wete trifling in comparison with the wrongs

and sufferings of those for whom we plead.  Our fathers were pever slares—never
hought and sold like eatle—never shut out from the light of knowledge and religion—
never subjected to the lash of brotal task-masters,
1 [t those, for whose pation we are wiri
at least one-sixth part of our eosatrymen,—are
their fellow-beings, as marketably giti

i g at the present ime
recognised by the law, and treated by
goods and chattele—as brute b

are plundered daily of the fruits of their il without redress; really enjoying no consti-
tutional mor legal 1 ion from licentions and ! rages upon their persons |
are ruthlessly torn asunler—ihe tender babe from the arma of its frantic mother—ihe
heartbroken wife from her weeping husband—at the caprice or pleasure of irresponsible
f trrants,  For the erime of having a dark complexion, they suffer the pangs of hoager,

the infliction of stripes, and the ignominy of brutal servitude. They are kept in hea-
theaish darkness by laws expressly enacted to make their instruction a eriminal offence.

‘These are the promigent circomstances in the condition of more than two millions
of our people, the proof of which may be found in thousands of indisputable facts, and
in the laws of the slave-holding States,

Hence we maintin—That in view of the ciril and religions pririleges of this nation,
the guilt of its oppression is wacqualled by any other on the face of the rarth; and,
therefore, that it is bound to repent instantly, 1o undo the heavy burdea, to break every
yoke, and to let the oppressed go free.

Wa further maintain—That no man has a right to enslave or imbrute his brother—io
hold or acknowledge him, for onr moment, as a pices of merchandise—io keep back

Cong unader the present nationel eompaet, has no right 1o interfere with 2ny of the
#lave States, in relation 1o this momentoas s bject

But we maintain that Congress has 3 rig]
the domestic slave trade hetween the several States, and to abolish slavery
thons of our territory which the Co o has placed under its exclusive jurisdi -

We also maingin that there are, at the present time, the highest cbligations resting
pen the people of the free States, 1o remove slavery by moral and political o
preseribed in the Constituiion of the United States. They are now living under a
pledge of their tremendous physical force to fasten the galling fetters of tyramny upon
the limbs of millions in the Southern States; they are liable to be called-at any mament
1 suppress 2 general insurrection of the slaves: they authorize the slave owner to vols
for three-fifths of his slaves as property, and thus enable him 10 perpetuate his oppres-
sion; they support a standing army at the South for jls protection: and they reize the
slave who has escaped into their territories, and send him back to be torared by an en-
raged master of a brutal driver. ‘This relation to slavery is eriminal and full of danger:
IT MEST BE RROKEX UP.

These are our views and

, and s solemnly bomnd

. principles—these, oar designs and measures.  With entire
coafidence in the aver-rul g justice of God, we plant ourselves upon the Declaration
of our Independenca and truths of Divine Revelation 23 opon the EVERLASTING ROCK.
We shall organize An: i-Slavery Sorieties, if possible, in every eity, town, and village
in our land.
We shall send forth Agents 10 it up the voice of remonstrance, of waming, of en-
treaty, and of rebuke, 3
We shall circalate,
We shall enlist the
We shallaimata ntheg v.
_ We shall encourage the laboar of freemen rather than that of the slaves, by giving a

= odieal

paringly and i i-alavery tracts and
pulpit 2nd the press in the cause of the sufering and the dumb.
505 B the chosches [ooeg ol i errare Lo e

his hire by fraud—or to bratalize his mind by denying him the means of intell
social, and meral improvement.

The right to enjoy liberty is inalienable. + 10 usurp the prerogati
Jenova.  Every man has a right o his own body—to the prodicts of his own labour—
10 the protection of law—and 1o the common advintages of society. It is piracy to buy
or steal 3 native African, and subject him to servitade. Sarely the sin is 28 great iy
{ cnslave an AwmRicAx 3s an Armicox.

4 Therefore we believe and afirm—That there is no difference, in principle, between
4 the African slave trade and American slavery—That every American citizen, who re-
i involuntary bondage, ar his property, ir [zeconding 1o Scrip.

That the slaves ought instanily to be set free, and_ brought un.

der the protection of law—That if they had lived from the lime of Pharaoh down ta the
"—‘:l:‘rﬁd. and had been entailed through successive generations, their right 1o be

ree could never have been alienated, but their claims woald have constantly risen in

i ta their p
We shall =
Oxr trust for victory is

principles mever, T

or bring the whele n i..ln:sr«l; P
o solely in GOD.  J¥e may be personally defeated, but eur
i Trera, Justicr, Reasox, Huwaxrrs, most and will gloroasly
trfmph.  Already 2 host is coming up to the help of the Lord against the mighty, and
the pry eet before us is full of encouragement,
Snbmmr:!g this. DECLARATION 10 the candid examination of the people of_this
coaniry, and of the friends of liberty throughout the world, we hereby affix our signa-
it; pledging ourselves that, under the guidance arnd by the help of Almighty
Gadywe will do all that in u lies, consistently with this Declsration of oar princip
to overthrow the most exeerable sysiem of slavery, that has ever beea witnessed upon
carth—to deliver our land from its’ deadlieat curse—to wipe out the foulest stain which
rests upon our national escutcheon—and 10 secure 1o the coloured population of the
Lfn:l:t! States all the rights and privileges w belong to them as men, and a8 Ame-

solemnity—"That all those laws which are now in foree, ad) g the right of slavery, are
4 therefore before God mutedy null and yoid; being an aadacious usurpation of the Divine
£4 prerogative, 3 dasing infringoaient on the law of Natare, a base overthrow of the very
| *Ezodus xxi. 16—Deutrroneany xxiv. 7.
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i come what may 1 oar persons, our interests, or our repatations—whether we
live to witaess the triumph of taserTy, JesTice, aml WeAANTIY, OF perish ultimately
25 martyrs in this great, benevolent, and holy canse.  Done in Philadelphia, this Sixth
day of December, A. D, 1833.
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