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sand was strewn on the spot and the engine proceeded. 
She regularly and steadily gained speed as she advanced 
to the very top, passing over the plane in 2 minutes [and] 
24 seconds. … So complete a triumph had never been 
obtained. All present expressed their gratification in loud 
and repeated cheers.

“The length of the plane is 2,800 feet; the grade 369 feet 
to the mile, or 1 foot rise in 14.3 feet, The weight of the 
engine with water was 14,930 pounds; the load drawn up 
the plane, including the tender with coal and water, two 
passenger cars with 53 passengers, was 31,270 pounds.

“The party [then] proceeded to Paoli for breakfast and 
thence to Lancaster, the engine conveying at the same 
time a number of freight cars. …We arrived at Lancaster 
and partook of an excellent dinner. … We returned 
in an eight-wheeled car, … the whole weight attached 
to the engine, tender and so forth included, must have 
been over fourteen tons. The time of the run, exclusive 
of stoppage, from Lancaster to the head of the Schuylkill 
inclined plane, was 8 hours, 11 minutes, being a distance 
of 76 miles. On level and straight portions of the road a 
velocity of forty-seven miles an hour was attained.”

This account was accompanied by a certificate signed by fifty-
three passengers attesting the fact that they had actually been 
drawn up the inclined plane as described.1

— Roger D. Thorne
 1 Charles Frederick Carter, When Railroads Were New. (New York: 

Henry Holt & Company, 1909),  pp. 128–32.
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 We are a print shop in the old tradition, a wonderful 
place for anyone interested in antique maps and prints 
from the sixteenth through the early twentieth centuries, 
as well as historic local property maps.
 Whether you are looking for a print to brighten your 
home or office, a distinctive gift for a special occasion, the 
first piece for a collection or its crowning touch, you will 
find a warm welcome and an appropriate choice at   
The Philadelphia Print Shop.       
                                                          

     - PARR 1908 Devon - www.philaprintshop.com

Antique Prints, Maps and Rare Books

Visit The Philadelphia Print Shop at Our New Location
209 W. Lancaster Avenue, Wayne

Hours: 
Tuesday - Friday 10am-5pm

Saturday 10am-3pm
Or By Appointment

Phone:  610.808.6165

P a o l i  S h o p p i n g  C e n t e r
R t s .  2 5 2  &  3 0

P a o l i ,  P A  1 9 3 0 1
6 1 0 - 6 4 4 - 2 0 1 3

“ M u c h  M o r e  T h a n  A  H a r d w a r e  S t o r e ”
S e r v i n g  t h e  “ M a i n  L i n e ”  s i n c e  1 9 5 1

3 Floors to serve you.
Toys, Sporting Goods, Hardware, Housewares, Gifts, Paints, Plumbing,

Electrical, Garden Supplies, Casual Furniture and Christmas Shop

www.HardwareToy.com    www.BigSmileToys.com
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enterprises

(in spite of a less-than-auspicious beginning)

In a daring, broad-daylight
heist Tuesday afternoon,
two Reeseville youths
allegedly diverted the
Hibberd Grocers delivery
wagon from its regular
route in an apparent
attempt to make off with
the groceries inside.

At this writing, no witness
has come forward,
according to police, but it
is supposed that the pair,
identified as Ernest Eadeh
and Keith Martin, both of
Reeseville, bribed the
horse with treats for which
the gullible creature was
known to have a
weakness.

The desperados were
apprehended with pockets
still full of carrots and
sweets, according to
constables.

Hibberd owners were
alerted that something was
amiss when many families
complained that they had

not received their
groceries by dinnertime.

The boys are expected to
be charged with a misdeed
of some description, but

officials said they would
not face actual hijacking
charges because that term
would not be coined until
decades later.

Grocery Wagon Heist Foiled
Brazen daylight caper by Reeseville youths

In a daring, broad-daylight
heist Tuesday afternoon,
two Reeseville youths
allegedly diverted the
Hibberd Grocers delivery
wagon from its regular
route in an apparent
attempt to make off with
the groceries inside.

At this writing, no witness
has come forward,
according to police, but it
is supposed that the pair,
identified as Ernest Eadeh
and Keith Martin, both of
Reeseville, bribed the
horse with treats for which
the gullible creature was
known to have a
weakness.

The desperados were
apprehended with pockets
still full of carrots and
sweets, according to
constables.

Hibberd owners were
alerted that something was
amiss when many families
complained that they had

“Building Tomorrow’s History” along The Main Line and in the Surrounding Counties

RENTAL

LISTINGS

ONLINE

A youthful Ernest

Eadeh is pictured

here with cohort

Keith Martin after a

scrape with the law.

As adults, both men

have escaped their

past and each still

blames the other for

their misdeeds.

511 Old Lancaster Rd., Suite 8, Berwyn PA 19312 � 610-647-1776
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 A 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Pennsylvania Corporation

Ways We Preserve & Share History:
• Host Public Meetings

 · Our open monthly meetings feature presentations by 
qualified speakers on a wide variety of subjects. 

• Publish Tredyffrin Easttown History Quarterly
 · Our richly-illustrated local history publication 

is provided to members by mail and available for 
purchase at selected local distributors.

• Maintain a Comprehensive Website
 · Our ever-growing website features a searchable 

online archive of the History Quarterly and our Image 
Collection database, as well as in-depth resources for 
historical research on local townships, and news about 
our activities and programs.

• House a Local History Archive
 · The Archive provides controlled storage and a research 

facility for our expanding collection of photographs, 
documents, manuscripts, books, and other artifacts.

Tredyffrin
Easttown
Historical

Society

www.tehistory.org

Our Bridge to the Past

 QA.201911    © 2019  Tredyffrin Easttown Historical Society

Opposite: Knox Covered Bridge, 2019, Photo by John O. Senior

www.tehistory.org

Tredyffrin Easttown Historical Society
720 First avenue, Berwyn, PA 19312

Membership includes a one-year subscription to the 
History Quarterly, access to all Society events, and voting 
privileges. For more information, please contact us or vist 
our website, and sign up for our free email newsletter to 
get the latest information on our programs and activities.

Household $50 Includes all residents living at the same 
address.

Patron $150 The Society is particularly grateful for 
this level of generous support.

The Society offers two levels of annual membership:

The Society is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit Pennsylvania corporation and 
your contributions may be deductible to the extent that law permits.

Membership

Your membership provides essential support for 
the Society’s efforts to preserve our past through 
maintenance and expansion of our photograph and 
document archives, the ongoing development of 
our website, and other programs. It also supports 
our publications and the continuation of our public 
presentations on local community history and other 
outreach activities. Annual membership entitles you to 
receive by mail our highly-regarded Tredyffrin Easttown 
History Quarterly featuring articles on local and regional 
subjects and other valuable information. As a member, 
you will meet, and perhaps collaborate with, like-
minded neighbors, community leaders, and historians 
who share an interest in the rich history of our area.

Join Us!
Knox Covered Bridge, c.1910, Photo by Lucy Sampson, from the TEHS Archive

http://www.tehistory.org
http://www.tehistory.org

